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HARTFORD

The Community Investment Act (CIA)
has been an integral component in em-
powering historic preservation efforts 
in Hartford. Over the past three years, 
$466,500 in CIA funds has been award-
ed to the Hartford Preservation Alliance 
by the Commission on Culture & Tourism 
for program and basic operating sup-
port, as well as a three-year architectural 
survey of Hartford’s entire building in-
ventory and the creation of new historic 
districts. These grants sustained nine 
jobs. 

Through historic 
preservation activ-
ity, Hartford has in-
creased the number 
of commercial sites, 
jobs and sustainable 
housing. There have 
been community ap-

preciation events such as architectural 
walking tours, workshops, and lectures 
in collaboration with community devel-
opment corporations (SINA, NINA, CIL, 
CAC), City Departments, and the State 
mandated Neighborhood Revitalization 

Zones (NRZs). CIA funding helps the 
Hartford Preservation Alliance to con-
tinue advocacy for rehabilitating blighted 
and abandoned sites and reducing the 
severe impact of demolition-by-neglect. 
Technical Assistance requests have also 
grown exponentially with the adoption 
of the Historic Preservation Ordinance 
which provides guidelines for renovation 
work requiring a building permit and vis-
ible from the public way. 

With over 4,500 buildings listed on State 
and National Registers, client requests for 
technical assistance increase as additional 
properties are added to the list of protect-
ed properties and owners learn of the eco-
nomic benefits of historic preservation. 
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The Community Investment Act, enacted in 2005, stimulates private investment to protect our natural, agricultural, and historic resources, and to assist 
affordable housing. CIA funds come from a surcharge on real estate document recording fees. They are then invested in agriculture viability, dairy farm 

support, historic preservation, open space, farmland, affordable housing, Local Capital Improvement Projects and Town Clerk records management.


